It has been proposed that CHX-V, with its antibacterial properties can reduce caries risk 1 , through its effect on mutans streptococci 2 However, two earlier reviews 3,4 of the effectiveness of CHX-V on caries in children and adolescents have proved inconclusive, as has a review by Twetman 5 for arresting root caries in elderly patients with xerostomia. There is an increased risk of root caries as people increasThere is an increased risk of root caries as people increasingly retain their teeth through their life course, 6 and therefore a need to find ways of effectively preventing root surface caries within this growing cohort. This systematic review is therefore timely. 
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